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First: Material:  
Students need to possess some form of journal. A composition book is fine, but for those of you who love 
writing or want to “play” a little more and might have a little extra money, consider a Moleskine, Rhodia, 
or bound journal.  You may need more than one. 
(For those of you who want to be digital, I suggest only with an iPad or tablet. Personally, I want you 
writing. You will be doing enough with your computers this year). 
 
Get a pen you enjoy writing with. I recommend avoiding pencil unless you plan to sketchnote. You will 
be allowed to make mistakes with your journals, but they do need to be readable. Those of you with poor 
handwriting, consider 0.5 to 0.38 mm pens. 
 
(Students who want specialty materials, I will be placing an order next week. Let me know so I can give 
you a link!) 
 

How To Keep A Reading Journal (amended by Dolly Garland: Check out her blog: 
http://kaizenreading.com/   

1. The Basics 
There are some basic rules of a reading journal, which are useful to follow, no matter what your 
purpose.  

Always date your entries.  

It’s common sense really, but so many people don’t do it. If you are making an effort to keep a record 
of your reading, when you look back at it, you will want to know when you wrote it. Your impressions 
are so often affected by everything that’s going on in your life at any given moment. By simply writing 
down a date, you will be able to reflect back so much more easily. 
  
Always write the title and author of the book. 
  
While you may think that you will always remember what you were talking about, trust me, you 
won’t. Save yourself a hassle and a puzzle, and just write down the title and author of the book with 
every entry you make. 

2. Page Numbers on Quotes 
Since you are keeping a reading journal for professional/academic reasons, and will need to provide 
sources for any quotes used, then keeping track of page numbers next to your comments will make 
things easier. 
  
It will also save you from having to copy exact and complete quotes. You can simply look them up 
when you need them, by looking up the page number (assuming you either underlined the quote in 
the book, or wrote a partial quote in your journal which will tell you what you need to look up.) 

  



3. Write as you read. 
While you are reading, stop and pause when you come across passages or even lines that make an 
impression on you. Write down your  thoughts about it. Our impressions often change by the time we 
finish a book, because by the end, we have all the answers (most of the time). 

To keep an insightful reading journal, record your insights as they happen. For example, when you 
begin a book, here are some questions you can ask yourself: 
Was the book easy to get into? 
If not, what made you keep going? 
Who was the first character you met? 
What did you think of them? 
  
Then as you continue reading, whenever something strikes you – in a positive or negative way – stop 
and write about it. You don’t have to write an essay, a mere sentence, or sometimes even a few words 
or phrases are enough to capture your thought process. 

4. Write your impressions at the end 
After you have finished reading the whole book, write about your overall impression. You can give it a 
numerical score if you wish.Did you hate it, love it, or did it evoke a more medium response? 
What appealed to you about this book? About the characters? 
What didn’t work for you? 
Did you find anything relatable? Situation or characters? 
 

5. Technical aspects 
How did you find the language? Were there too many glaring grammatical errors? 
How many points-of-view the writer used? Did it work for you? 
Did the story feel too contrived, or were you swept away in the fictional world? 
How was the use of literary devices such as metaphors and similes? 
 

6. The book’s impact on you 
Some books change us, or affect us profoundly. They touch us so deeply that just closing the book at 
the end leaves you stunned. Whether it’s by making you question things, including your own beliefs, 
or whether by opening a new door you never knew existed, some books have power to change life. 
They have power to change you. Did this book have that power? 
 

7. Write whenever you want 
Don’t restrict yourself by too many rules. Write whenever you want. If you skip a day, or a whole 
book, don’t worry about it. Sometimes you will just want to read for pleasure and nothing else. That’s 
perfectly okay. Make the reading journal work for you, don’t let it become a chore. 
 

8. (Mr. Tyler’s addition: Cornell Notes, Dialectical Journal, Sketch Notes, Blog Commentary form) 
Students can use any of these forms, but it should be one they are comfortable with. However, 
remember that visual notes allow students to retain 30 percent more than standard written form.   

9. (Mr. Tyler’s Addition #2: Entertain Questions) 
Write down questions you have. These are questions I want you to share with your classmates, class 
discussions, and/or research. These questions are what are powerful. I will provide essential questions 
for you to use to help guide you. 

 
 
 
 
 



What should I be looking for? 

First off, seniors, you should not be worried about jotting down plot and basic structures by now.  
Establish one page for character names, plot, setting, etc. You should not need more than this. 

So, besides what was identified above, consider this: 

§ Worldview concepts (download the handout from Schoology or keep the hard copy I provide) 
§ ISM’s 
§ CATWOE (also a part of the Worldview handout) 
§ How to Read Literature Like a Professor concepts 
§ Archetypes and Symbolism (Another mandatory handout) 

In time, you will be able to use the ideas from these handouts with ease and be able to analyze seamlessly. 
That is the goal. 

Anything else? 

Your Literary Response Journal should convince me that you have read and thought carefully about each 
assigned short story. If your understanding of The story is “wrong,” yet your journal clearly proves that 
you read (or misread) The story, you may well receive full credit. Your grade is based on content – what 
you have to say, how well you say it, your thoughts and feelings about the story, and your explanation of 
the logic that led to your interpretation. 
Your grade is also based on following directions. I will not penalize you for grammar and usage errors -- 
but to receive credit, you MUST include the following in every LRJ: 
 

✔ the short story’s title in quotation marks 
✔ the author’s name 
✔ a quotation from the story--integrated with your own sentence, properly punctuated, and 
commented upon as necessary to show why you cited that particular passage. No Quote Lumps! 
✔ specific references to the short story 
✔ careful thought 
After you’ve included the five MUSTs above, you may choose any of these MAYBEs to guide 
your response. You may even choose the same one every time. Consider the possibilities: 

 
[ 1 ] an analysis of a major character -- flat/round, static/dynamic, internal / external conflicts, dominant 
traits, significant actions, personal relationships… 
[ 2 ] a comparison / contrast of related characters -- protagonist / antagonist, foils, doubles, stereotypes, 
stock characters… 
[ 3 ] a discussion of the role(s) played by minor character(s) 
[ 4 ] an analysis of elements of plot (exposition, narrative hook, rising action, climax /turning point, 
falling action, resolution) or plot patterns 
[ 5 ] an analysis of the effect of the author’s chosen point of view 
[ 6 ] an analysis of the effect of setting -- time, place, circumstances 
[ 7 ] an explanation of symbolism in the story 
[ 8 ] a discussion of the validity and development of the theme(s) 
[ 9 ] a discussion of the title’s significance 
[10] a detailed response to a specific word, phrase, sentence, passage, or scene 
[11] a very limited or general comparison to another story, song, poem, movie… 
[12] a close analysis of the author’s style -- vocabulary, figurative language, imagery, sentence structure, 
dialogue / narration… 
[13] a re-telling of the story, adding an additional scene, or changing an element such as the ending, 
setting, point of view, tone… 



[14] a transformation of the story to another form, such as a poem, a letter, a play, a news story, a 
commercial, a cartoon, a soap opera, a fable… 
[15] an original poem developing in some way from the assigned story 
[16] a statement relating the story to your experience or ideas 
[17] an explanation of problems you had in understanding the story 
[18] your opinion of the story, good or bad, supported by specific references from the story 

But I also annotate… 

Good!  As you keep your journal, reference these pages. However, major ideas should still be copied into 
your journal, as you will be using your journal for essays, projects, and at time in-class tests.  

What about vocabulary and literary terms? 

This year, I am asking students to keep a literary terms journal. However, students have a choice in how to 
do this. I do ask you keep examples of these instead of simple definitions (You can do infographic, Prezi, 
blog, note cards, a separate journal, or within your own journal). I will explain more of this later, so do 
not fear. You will receive a list of these terms sometime in the first couple of weeks of school. 

You will be allowed to use your terms when we are doing practice tests during the first semester, so it would 
behoove you to have a decent set by late October.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


