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SAMPLE LIFE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL POLICIES/PROVIDED VIA PERMISSION LCS 2012-2013 

Life Christian School Acceptable Use Policy (Student Computer and Internet Use) 

Adapted from Gilbert Christian High School policy, Gilbert, AZ to fit LCS’ new ‘bring your own device” (BYOD 

policy), August 2012 

Life Christian School utilizes computers and tablets for academic learning purposes and to prepare students 

under Common Core standards as well for college/career opportunities. Such technologies are going to become 

an integral part of the education of each student at LCS. Becoming a “1 to 1” school where each student uses 

laptops and tablets offers many exciting opportunities for our students as well as some substantial challenges. 

The following policies are meant to take advantage of these opportunities while honoring Christ in all we do. 

School computers should be considered a public space. This means that any data created or accessed by 

student  computers  can  be  reviewed  and  will  be  subject  to  school  scrutiny  and  policies.  Any 

communication  or  activities  that  are  of  a  sensitive  nature  or  that  require  privacy  should  be  done 

elsewhere.   Data  from  school  laptops  will  be  downloaded  on  a regular  basis  for the protection  of 

students and to enforce school guidelines and will be reviewed by the school's superintendent and/or other 

school officials. Students who bring laptops or tablets on campus should also consider the use of such 

technologies on campus as falling under a public space. That means that any data created or accessed by these 

computers on campus can be reviewed and will be subject to school scrutiny and policies. Again, any 

communication  or  activities  that  are  of  a  sensitive  nature  or  that  require  privacy  should  be  done 

elsewhere.    

Avoiding Software Damage: 

LCS will require students functioning under our Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) policy to come with either Windows 

7 or 8 or Mac OS X (10.5 or higher) operating systems. Those carrying tablets should be using either Android or OS 

operating systems. Students wishing to use Ubuntu or Linux need to consult with the school first before 

considering such systems on their devices. It is also suggested that students consider using the Microsoft Office 

suite, although Google Docs is an acceptable substitute.  

School laptops/desktops and tablets will come with a standard operating system and software package 

provided by the school. Original software that becomes corrupted or non-operational due to the downloading 

of other conflicting software or the installation of conflicting hardware will result in the charging of a fee to 

students to have their computer reimaged. Reimaging will restore the laptop to the school’s standard 

software configuration. LCS is not responsible for any loss of data or software due to the reimaging 

process. Homework or other projects lost as a result of reimaging will not be excused by teachers.  

Students are responsible for backing up their own files. It  is  h ighly advised that students who fal l  

under BYOD or use school equipment have a cloud storage environment such as Dropbox, Sky 

Drive,  or Box,  as LCS is not responsible for computer files that are lost or corrupted due to a failure to 

properly back up school materials. Training for students will be provided upon request. 

Pornography: 

The  administration  of  LCS  understands  that  while  the  Internet  holds  an  incredible  amount  of 

educational   information,  it  is  also  a  reservoir  of  inappropriate   material  that  is  destructive  and 
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dishonoring  to  our  Lord.   School computers and tablets  will  be  equipped  with  filtering  software  

designed  to  block inappropriate  material  from the Internet  both on and  off campus.  Also, the school’s 

wireless network will also have filtering provided for those under the BYOD system. Tampering with or 

disabling this software is expressly forbidden.   Students and parents must understand that no filtering 

software is 100% foolproof. 

Students will be disciplined for searching for or accessing lewd, sensual, or inappropriate material with 

school computers or doing so with their own devices on campus and/or a part of any external connection to the 

school (school trips and events are included in this policy). This includes images that have been created or 

altered to make them inappropriate. 

Illegal file sharing: 

Students are expressly forbidden from downloading files or data that avoid copyrights or payment for 

copyrighted materials including movies, music, or printed material. 

Sexual Harassment/Bullying: 

Using school laptops or personal devices used on campus to harass, demean, or bully other students or non-

students in a sexual or non- sexual manner is expressly forbidden.  

Communication: 

All communication done on school and personal computer technologies is expected to be kind and edifying.  

Foul language and inappropriate communication will not be tolerated.  This includes but is not limited to emails, 

social networking sites such as Facebook or Twitter, discussion boards, games, and Blackboard. Students are 

not only responsible for their own conversation, but are also responsible for terminating conversations 

with others who are communicating inappropriately with them if the language or conversation is outside 

school guidelines. Failure to do so may result in discipline. 

Laptop communication will be monitored for cheating.  Students who are using their laptops to cheat will 

be subject to school guidelines regarding cheating. 

Students are not allowed to publicize their home address or phone number on the Internet. Instructors will be 

instructed to carefully monitor any academic blog activities, including those involving pictures and personal 

information. 

Music: 

Music with lyrics labeled "Explicit" may not be downloaded onto school laptops. Students who bring their own 

devices on campus are first encouraged not to have such material on their devices and also realize that playing 

such music on campus will result in confiscation of said device and parents will be contacted concerning such 

activity. Explicit music may be deleted  from  student  computers  and  students  and  parents  will  not  be  

reimbursed.  Any m u s i c  determined to be inappropriate by school staff may be subject to review by the 

school administration and the governing board.  If it is determined to be inappropriate or unedifying, it will be 

deleted and will not be subject to reimbursement. 
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Gaming/Chatting: 

Gaming and chatting are not allowed during school hours. 

Network Integrity: 

Students are expected to respect the integrity of school networks by honoring privileges, and abstaining from 

the unauthorized review, duplication, dissemination, removal, damage, or alteration of files, passwords, 

computer systems, or programs. 

Students may not use each other's accounts. 

Vandalism or hacking of school computer systems will result in discipline up to and including expulsion from 

school.  Vandalism  is defined  by  any  malicious  attempt  to alter,  harm,  or destroy  the data  of another 

user. This includes, but is not limited to, the uploading or creation of a virus. Hacking includes, but is not 

limited to, trying to gain unauthorized access to files or systems. 

Security on any computer system is a high priority. If a student becomes aware there is a security 

problem, he/she must notify the technology office at once.  Students are forbidden from demonstrating the 

problem to others. 

Copyright/Plagiarism: 

Students are expected to abide by copyright laws and properly cite the intellectual property created by 

others. Plagiarism is expressly forbidden at LCS and will result in disciplinary action. 

 

Please sign and return this policy. Also, it is advised to download and retain a copy of this AUP at home and/or 

their device.  

 

Student signature: ________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Parent signature: _________________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

As principal of Life Christian School, I am pleased to announce an exciting educational opportunity for your child during the 

2012-2013 school year called BYOD (Bring Your Own Device).  

During the past several months, we have been looking into the reality of having one computer to one student ratio on our 

campus, especially for the junior high and high school areas. However, costs are prohibitive not only at Life Christian but 

across the country to purchase enough equipment for this, and even what computers are on campus tend to be subjugated to 

more wear and tear because they do not belong to the individual. 

Under my leadership and the experience of several teachers on campus, students 5-12 will be encouraged to bring their own 

technology devices to school. We see high school students bringing wireless devices such as a netbook or laptop, while 

elementary and junior high schools could bring similar devices or a tablet device. 

Teachers will use their technology skills to enhance the district’s curriculum and lead students to use their devices to make 

their school work more efficient, interesting, and creative. With the teachers helping the kids 

make curriculum connections through their devices, the sky’s the limit! 

 

Research-based benefits of one-to-one mobile learning initiatives include: 

• Improvements in attendance and discipline 

• Broader array of learning resources and experiences 

• Increased frequency and quality of supportive individual and group interactions 

• Improvements in student and parent attitudes toward the school 

• Increased in student achievement. 

 

Inherent in students bringing their own devices to school is the possibility of breakage or theft. While the teachers will take 

every precaution, students will have to take the responsibility of keeping their devices safe and in good working order. The 

school will also be functioning under an Authorized Use Policy, designed for Christian schools. Parents will receive this at the 

start of the year (it will also be available for download) and both parents and students must sign before on campus device use 

begins. 

 

Beginning the first day of school (September 4
th

), students may bring netbooks, laptops, or tablets for EDUCATIONAL USE.  We 

recommend the following specs for computers at Life Christian School.  

 

TYPE SPECIFICATIONS* (PLEASE SEE PAGE TWO FOR SPECIAL NOTE ON TABLETS!) 

Device Middle and high school teachers urge using a netbook or laptop. Students may use a 

tablet as a secondary device. 

Processor 2 GHZ minimum. We recommend an Intel Core i3 or better or AMD Dual Core or better. 

RAM 2-4+ GB 

Hard Drive 300+ GB (However, if students get a SSD (Solid State Drive), 128 GB is fine but students 

should have cloud and/or hard drive capability. 

Video Card DirectX 9 graphics device or higher with WDDM 1.0 or higher driver 

Operating System Windows 7 or Mac OS 10.6 (Snow Leopard) or above. (Please see the school’s 

technology team before using Ubuntu. Linux will not be supported. 

Virus Protection Microsoft Security Essentials (Windows); Sophos (Mac). Both are free and heavily tested 

to provide solid virus protection 

Filters LCS has filters on its wireless access, but parents are strongly encouraged to use filter 

software on their child’s computers. Be Safe is one recommended by staff at LCS. 
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Tablet specifications: Tablets (iPad, Galaxy, etc) are certainly allowed, but there are some limitations. Students will need to 

have a Bluetooth/wireless keyboard. Also, it is important to note that iPads do not read Flash video, meaning some You Tube 

assignments may not be able to be viewed. This is increasingly becoming less of a problem, but is not something that will 

change soon.  In addition, iPad assignments written with Pages (Apple’s word processor) will need to be converted to Microsoft 

Word in order to be evaluated by teachers. However, there are great education apps that proficient and engaged students can 

use that are more than enough to work in our classrooms. 

 

You will play a vital role as a parent in this initiative and we encourage you to provide us with feedback on our effectiveness. 

We are excited about this opportunity for this school as we increasingly move to becoming a flagship 21
st

 century educational 

institution and are eager to see the benefits that a more technological approach to teaching and learning will provide! 

 

Our objective in making this decision is to promote greater independence, increased academic engagement and a higher level 

or skill development for all students. Our goal is to prepare your child to compete, connect and collaborate as an ethical 

citizen in a global society.  

 

If you have any questions about the program and/or use of student-owned devices, please feel free to contact me or Cary L. 

Tyler, our new English teacher and educational technologist.   

 

Sincerely, 

Angie Taylor 

Principal 
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Life Christian School 2012-2013 

Site Technology Plan 

Goals for Student Learning  
Life Christian Single School Plan Goals: 

1) To increase student learning in all core disciplines, each of the three academic levels (K-5, 6-8, 9-12.) will 
create, implement and analyze the effectiveness of common, unit, summative assessments, and make any 
necessary changes accordingly. These will match the school’s annual plans and Common Core curriculum 
standards to be implements in 2012-2013 

 

2) Teach students to use sound, ethical, and Christian principles in regard to the use of technology (internet, 
software, hardware, e-mail, social media, etc.) in academic, extra-curricular, and career/technological 
approaches. 
 

3) Prepare all students in areas involving college readiness skills as well as in critical thinking, analytical 
construction and creative arts. 

 

 

Technology Skills and Tools Necessary to Achieve School Goals: 

1) Use a quality web-based learning management system to not only post grades, but post study guides, 
remediation worksheets, formative tests, video educational interactions, and main and supplemental materials 
to support student learning. 
 

2) Capture in-class lessons to post on the quality web-based system for remediation (this could also include a 
Canvas, Google Sites or Edmodo/Schoology LMS). 
 

3) Document cameras and projectors needed in most if not all classrooms. 
 

4) Create a BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) environment, especially at the secondary educational level. This 
approach fosters personal responsibility as well as makes the personal device a potential e-portfolio and 
storage for electronic texts.  
 

5) Use of wireless mobile media devices in small group classes to support student learning. 
 

Technology tools already available to help students master these skills/ achieve these goals: 

1) Some classrooms currently have projectors and there are some document cameras available for check out. 
 

2) Computer lab with early Intel Macintosh desktops. 
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3) Wireless access available for teachers and students. 
 

4) REN-Web online system for grades and communication with parents. 
 

 

Assessments 

Technology Based Assessments: 

Continue adding common formative assessments and common summative assessments to all of the core curriculum 
areas on a quality LMS (learning management system) to provide students immediate feedback on their learning. 
This can be attained using the MAP testing approach. 
 
Add more essay writing across the curriculum on a quality LMS. 

 
Add more practice tests and testing –taking strategies to all of the core curriculum, again utilizing MAP testing 
approaches. 
 

Short and long term goals for integrating technology into core curriculum: 

1) Train teachers on using Edmodo/Schoology. 
 

2) Update wireless access throughout the school (this is already completed) 
 

3) Construct formative and summative assessments for the core curriculum on a quality LMS 
(Ex: Schoology, Jupiter Grades, Canvas) 

 

4) Develop an iPad learning lab for each grade (total of 30 iPads) to support elementary school. 
Eventually our school should be close to a 1-1 ratio involving technology at our elementary 
school level to compete with schools across the nation, both public and private. 

 

5) Develop an IPad Learning Lab (30 iPads) for foundations and special education support 
 

6) Develop a netbook lab (30 netbooks) for more in-depth research and assessment driven 
instruction for use primarily upper elementary and junior high levels. 
 

7) Promote the development of an online/hybrid instructional approach at LCS (this includes 
expanding the opportunity for online electives and Khan Academy style instruction).  
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Use schoolwide assessment data to drive Life Christian School’s focus on student learning. 

Present Infrastructure: 

Life Christian School currently has ____ staff computers and ___ student computers on campus. 

 

Life Christian School has a small technology budget but has had support financially to build its current store of 

computers and monitors.  

Future Infrastructure: 

Life Christian School will modernize the school’s learning approach through the establishment of iPad and netbook 

learning labs. In addition, the high school (and junior high, to some degree) will utilize the BYOD (bring your own 

device) approach to provide a 1:1 ratio for its students. 

 

The technology labs will address the need to open up avenues of instruction at Life Christian School currently 

limited by time and space issues and continue to teach students to read, write, and critically think in a much more 

engaging and 21st century manner. 

 

 

Staff Development 

 

All teachers need staff development to increase their usage and proficiency with using cloud-based learning 

management systems, learn how to utilize mobile devices in the classroom, and learn how to use videos and online 

software to provide differentiated instructions to our students. 

 

   Schedule to Accomplish Goals 

Proposed 
Date(s) 

Project Task (be 
specific) 

Responsible 
Persons 

Target Group Budget 

Fall 2012 � Edmodo/Schoology 
Training 

� MAP Training 
� BYOD 

implementation 

Cary L. Tyler 

TBA 

Angie Taylor, Cary 

L. Tyler, Tech 

Committee 

Faculty 

Faculty 

High school; some 

junior high (6-8th 

grade) students) 

 

Spring 2013 Document 

Cameras/projectors  

 

(Epson LCD Projectors) 

Cary L. Tyler; tech 

committee 

 Grant money, 

donations 

 

Projector costs: $450 

to $500 per projector 
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AVerVision CP 155 

document camera 

 

Doc. Camera costs: 

$200 to $450.  

2013-2014 Update School LMS  

(School either remains with 

Ren Web or moves to a 

system such as Jupiter 

Grades/Juno or Canvas)  

 

iPad learning lab (30 for 

elementary school)  

 

 

 

 

Media lab (5-10 laptops 

for media) 

Tech Committee 

 

 

 

 

Tech committee 

 

 

 

 

Cary L. Tyler 

School wide 

 

 

 

 

Elementary school 

 

 

 

 

Junior high/high 

school 

 

Free to $2000, 

depending on 

integration, needs, and 

expectations of LMS. 

 

 

$500 per iPad but cost 

may drop if iPad mini 

is implemented as 

expected. This would 

need to be a grant or 

donation.  

 

For expansion of 

magazine, yearbook, 

and online journalism 

program (grant or 

fund-raising) 

 

2013-2015 Netbook learning lab 

(elementary through grade 

6 or 7) (30 to 45 netbooks) 

Tech committee K-6 $250 to $300 per 

computer. Costs may 

drop depending on 

BYOD approach at 

upper grades. 

 

 


